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P A G E  

The Native American Agriculture Fund (NAAF)
provides grants to eligible organizations for business 
assistance, agricultural education, technical support and
advocacy services to support Native farmers and ranchers. 

The charitable trust was created by the settlement of the
landmark Keepseagle v. Vilsack class-action lawsuit. NAAF is the
largest philanthropic organization devoted solely to serving the
Native American farming and ranching community. 

The Trust's mission shall be to make grants to Eligible Grant
Recipients, described in section 8 of the Trust agreement, to
fund the provision of business assistance, agricultural
education, technical support, and advocacy services to Native
American farmers and ranchers to support and promote their
continued engagement in agriculture.

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
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E L I G I B L E  E N T I T I E S

501(c)3 organizations
Tribal governments
Educational organizations
Community Development Financial Institutions



P A G E  

From 2019-2022 NAAF invested more than $71 million to advance Indian
Country agriculture and increase access to capital for Native farmers,
ranchers, fishers, harvesters, and community producers. More than $13
million supported areas that impacted agriculture infrastructure, hemp
feasibility, beginning farmers and ranchers, climate resilience and
conservation, traditional foods and food sovereignty, agriculture sciences,
and land acquisition for tribal nations.

Since its inception, NAAF has developed a vast network of partnerships to
bolster opportunities for Native agriculture, including establishing a new
non-profit institution dedicated to supporting the future of agriculture in
Indian Country. That entity is the Tribal Agriculture Fellowship program, a
first-of-its-kind, fully-funded education opportunity for Native students
pursuing agricultural or technical degrees. 

NAAF also committed to supporting Tribal lending entities and will invest
$12 million in a new financial institution that will apply for Other Financial
Institution status within the Farm Credit System, a historic investment in
agricultural lending for Native producers. 

Additionally, NAAF partnered with other funding foundations to establish
the Growing Justice fund to transform food systems through equitable good
food procurement and increase opportunities for farmers, food producers,
organizations, and social enterprises led by people of color in innovative,
locally-led ways.

In 2022, NAAF invested $12 million in 49 grant projects impacting more
than 160,000 Native producers across 169 tribal nations and 23 grant
projects serving more than 8,000 Native youth across 81 tribal nations. 
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25  CDFI Grantees 60  Tribal grantees

41  Edu Grantees 85  501(c)3 Grantees
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2019-2022 Grantees by county

2 new2 new

4 New4 New9 New9 New

3 New3 New
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Edu Org's

501(c)(3)'s

$999,186.21

$2,003,453.62

$4,998,635.00CDFI's

Tribes $924,831.29

Ag Infrastructure

Beginning Farmer
& Rancher

Climate

Youth

$598,827

$492,491.6

$945,489.14

$912,086.14

2022 Grant Funding by Entity Type:
$8,926,106.12 
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Land Acquisition $125,000.00 
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Native Producers in the United States

Top Three States with NAAF Grantees Native Producers throughout the US

According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture

Source: 2017 Census of AgricultureNote: The Navajo region expands throughout Arizona and
New Mexico, with over 27,800 Native producers
represented between the two states.



2022 General Grantees

Akiptan eagle butte, sd 

$2,100,000

american indian graduate Center, inc. albuqerque, nm
$200,000 
http://www.nativeforward.org/ 
The American Indian Graduate Center seeks to provide scholarships to Native students pursuing
post-secondary degrees related to agriculture; thereby increasing access to critical training,
diversifying the professional agriculture sector, and reducing the burden of student loan debt which
can hinder future farmers in setting up operations. 

Board of Regents, NSHE, obo University of Nevada, Reno reno, nv
$ 325,000
https://www.unr.edu/
The  University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) will work to provide workshops that address access to capital,
financial management training, and an understanding of land usage and ownership throughout Indian
Country. This project will also aid in providing agriculture education for Native students joining the UNR
College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Natural Resources.

NAAF funding will also be used to assist in providing access to capital workshops, risk management training
and technical sessions to tribes in Nevada and South Dakota. These trainings will specifically address how to
mitigate risk with climatic events including, extreme weather, and climate adaptation methods. Trainings will
also aim to introduce regenerative agriculture practices for producers.  

Catawaba indian Nation
$ 224,080
www.catawaba.com/  
The Catawba Indian Nation’s Yawakče Yabsigre Land Expansion and Yawakče Yabsigre Aquaponics
Greenhouse projects will purchase agricultural lands to expand the Nation’s ability to produce food and
graze livestock, as well as construct an aquaponics greenhouse to grow and sell produce year-round, while
also providing fish to Catawba households. These combined projects will improve access to and support local
tribal food production.   

Rockhill, sc
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ahtna Intertribal Resource Commission Glennallen, AK
$ 199,162.4

https://www.akiptan.org 
Akiptan Inc. is a Native CDFI who aims to fairly provide capital and technical support to Native
Farmers and Ranchers. Using NAAF funding, they will complete a market study, provide further
access to capital for Native producers and create new loan products for Native Farmers and
Ranchers. 
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http://ahtnatribal.org/
The Ahtna Intertribal Resource Commission Subsistence Harvest Tools Regrant will equip Tribal citizens
with equipment and supplies needed to harvest meat, fish, or pelts for subsistence activities or to
distribute within their community. Recipients are encouraged to share their knowledge and harvesting
techniques with others to promote the continuation of traditional harvest practices. 

https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
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chippewa cree tribe




box elder, mt
$ 124,826
The Chippewa Cree Tribe (CCT) will provide technical assistance to tribal producers in developing
conservation and grazing management plans to help mitigate drought and open the door for higher
participation in USDA programs and possibly the carbon sequestration market, enhancing producers’
access to capital in direct payments. They will also continue their work helping producers to establish
conservation practices and their advocacy efforts for CCT and neighboring tribes.  

citizen potawatomi community developement corperation shawnee, ok
$ 200,000
https://cpcdc.org/
Citizen Potawatomi Community Development Corporation (CPCDC) is a Certified Native CDFI addressing
persistent financing gaps in Native communities. CPCDC serves Native Americans residing throughout the state
of Oklahoma and tribal members nationwide. With NAAF funding, the CPCDC will seek Native producers through
targeted market advertising. They will provide an Agriculture Lending Program to meet the needs of Native
farmers and ranchers access to capital, complemented by TA and re-granting.

Diné Community Development Corporation




chiinle, az
$164,621.58
www.dinecdc.org/
The Diné Agribusiness Technical & Financial Assistance Program will provide quality business
management, financial training, and technical assistance to established and emerging Navajo agri-
preneurs, farmers, and ranchers. The program will provide agricultural and business workshops
throughout the Navajo Nation.  
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Center of southwest culture, inc. albuquerque, nm
$ 71,407.14
www.centerofsouthwestculture.org/
The Center of Southwest Culture, Inc.’s Indigenous Cultivators of Conservation Project aims to build
upon their 2020 NAAF project by developing and enhancing the economic viability of Indigenous
farms, the ecological health and sustainability of Tribal farmland, and the equitable market
participation of Indigenous Pueblo farmers and their communities within their local food value chain. 
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https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
http://www.dinecdc.org/
http://www.dinecdc.org/
http://www.dinecdc.org/


Fallen paiute-shoshone tribe Fallon, nv
$ 100,000
www.fpst.org/
The Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe’s (FPST) Infrastructure Project will provide new corrals and
equipment for safe livestock movement, care, handling and sorting for all Native producers on
FPST land. In addition, FPST will hire a consultant to determine the best locations on shared
grazing lands to drill for water wells. 

fort belknap indian community harlem, mt
$125,000
www.ftbelknap.org/
The Fort Belknap Indian Community (FBIC) will develop climate and drought summaries to help
address the current and future climate impacts on Native livestock producers, to better inform
Tribal council decision-making on drought declarations, and lay the foundation for real-time climate
and drought monitoring systems through their partnership with Aaniiih Nakoda College (ANC). They
will also provide producers with emergency water solutions and technical assistance.  

four bands community fund eagle butte, sd
$800,000
https://fourbands.org/
Four Bands Community Fund, a Native CDFI provides enhanced loan opportunities to Native famers
and ranchers on the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation. Utilizing NAAF funds they will provide a
combination of products and services including loan capital, equity bundles, and offer business
coaching to multiple Native owned Agriculture operations. They also will have a Building Equity for
Beginning Farmers & Ranchers program to assist in purchasing assets to strengthen operations. 

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians
$100,000 
www.gtbindians.org/ 
The Grand Traverse Band’s (GTB) Miijim Project will support and encourage tribal members and
their families to reconnect to the land through gardening and farming, financial education
workshops, and hosting a farm market to sell produce.

10

11

12

13

14

15

fond du lac  tribal and community college 
$199,186.21 
www.fdltcc.edu/
The Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College’s Bimaaji’idiwin Food Sovereignty program will
expand efforts to improve the food systems of the Fond du Lac Tribal community by increasing
credit knowledge, access to capital, and improving marketing opportunities for harvesters and
producers. With NAAF funding, Bimaaji’idiwin Food Sovereignty program will provide workshops,
agricultural supplies, and financial support.  

cloquet, nm

Peshawbestown, MI

Grey Snow Management Solutions


$99,750
https://iowatribeofkansasandnebraska.com/grey-snow-management-solutions-llc/
Grey Snow Management Solutions will hire a consultant to develop a supply chain management
program for the Ioway Seed Company. This program will provide the necessary best practices and
standard operating procedures necessary to ensure an efficient and cost-effective plan to source
and supply seed from Tribal and Native producers. 

white cloud, ks
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http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
http://www.indianag.org/
http://www.indianag.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.indianag.org/


fayetteville, ar$200,000
https://indigenousfoodandag.com/
With NAAF funding, IFAI will provide outreach to Native producers and Tribes as they host policy
roundtables across Indian Country in unison with the Native Farm Bill Coalition to identify the needs of
Producers and Tribes. As needs are identified, IFAI will work diligently to have this information
represented in the upcoming Farm Bill. 

Island Mountain Community Development Financial Institution hays, mt
$125,000

Klamath Trinity Resource Conservation District hoopa, ca
$100,000

https://ktrcd.org/
The Hoopa Value-Added Producers Program will support tribal beginning farmers and ranchers
in furthering their agricultural businesses on and off the Hoopa Reservation through technical
assistance, equipment purchases, food safety workshops, and tribal food code certifications.   

$195,431.99
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16 Hawaiian Lending & Investments
$200,000
https://hawaiicommunitylending.com/invest/ 
The Hawaiian Lending and Investment's (HLI) Food Producer Resource Program (FPRP) is a unique
lending approach, that addresses the surveys and input from producers that incorporate potential
milestones and financial impact. With NAAF funding, FPRP will deliver opportunity for access to
capital to Native Hawaiian producers through a blended debt and equity investment to strengthen
successful food production on Hawaiian Homelands in the State of Hawaii.

honolulu, hi

Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation
$ 150,244.59
https://kalispeltribe.com/
The Kalispel Agricultural Enterprises Enhancement Project will ensure the efficient management of
ongoing agricultural initiatives; expand training opportunities for Tribal and community
members in food processing and agricultural production; and provide agribusiness workshops
for existing community producers and those interested in the industry. 

cusick, wa

11

indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative, University of Arkansas School of Law

https://www.islandmtn.com/our-companies/montana-native-growth-fund/
Island Mountain Community Development Financial Institution addresses Agri-business needs by utilizing
strategies to deal with sustainable developmental issues. With NAAF funding, Island Mountain Community
Development Financial Institution will provide growth capital and development services to build and sustain
the operations of Native ranchers and producers. They will also provide emergency load funds, educational
conservation activities related to climate-related disasters and focus on responsive action for tribal farmers
and ranchers facing climate impacts.

Lumbee Land Development, Inc Pembroke, NC

https://www.lumbeetribe.com/  
TThe Lumbee Land Development project seeks to advance Lumbee agriculture by facilitating
advocacy, networking, business assistance, educational opportunities, and training for our
Native producers. They seek to better understand their Native producers, collective resources,
and the needs within the Lumbee tribal food system, ultimately strengthening tribal food
sovereignty.  We estimate a total of at least 150 Native producers will be served over the two-
year grant period.  

http://www.aianta.org/
https://ktrcd.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
https://makoceag.org/
https://www.islandmtn.com/our-companies/montana-native-growth-fund/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
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Ma Ka Hana Ka Ike Building Program hana, hi
$150,000
https://www.hanabuild.org/  
Na ‘Oihana ‘Aina (Trades of the Lands) aligns Native Hawaiian trainees and community
producers to overcome established obstacles to agriculture and to harness the full potential of
East Maui’s abundance through intergenerational knowledge and use of modern techniques.
With NAF funds, Ma Ka Hana Ka Ike Building Program will restore pathways for participants’
success in lucrative, in-demand agricultural trades. 

$50,000

Makoce Agriculture Development Inc. Porcupine, SD
$200,000
https://makoceag.org/
Makoce is working to increase the number of local producers by creating space for businesses
to operate a local food system and by providing outreach and training opportunities for those
who are attempting to expand or start a business, particularly businesses with an agricultural
focus. 
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Mvskoke Loan Fund Okmulgee, OK

www.mvskokefund.org 
The Mvskoke Loan Fund (MLN) is a Native CDFI with a mission to promote entrepreneurial
growth to Native farmers and ranchers within Oklahoma. With NAAF funding they will provide
access to credit for Native farmers and ranchers to successfully grow or maintain their
agriculture business. 

www.lummicdfi.org 
The Lummi CDFI provides lending opportunities to diverse Native businesses. NAAF funds will
be used to focus on Native fisherman, divers and harvesters who will receive technical
assistance on how to utilize their direct lending, access to capital, and financial tools. 

lumi cdfi bellingham, wa

$ 200,000
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Akiptan Inc.

http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
https://makoceag.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/


$197,400
https://nmccap.org/ 
New Mexico Community Capital proposes version 3.0 of the Native Farmer in Residence
program that has directly invested $110,000 in Native-owned farms and will increase
expertise in Native communities to adapt agriculture practices for drought, fire-induced
soil erosion, and other threats posed by climate change. The members of the Farmer
Steering Committee will each share their knowledge with at least 10 other Native farmers
through their community engagement activities. 

New mexico state university
$125,000
https://www.nmsu.edu/
With NAAF funding, NMSU will conduct a project entitled Tribal Resilience-by-Design in
Agriculture. This project will combat climate change and food insecurity by working with
Native producers to grow a value-added product. The chosen product will later be freeze-
dried, packaged, and labeled as a shelf-stable food. 

26

31

Nakoda~Aaniiih Credit Agency




Harlem, MT

$100,000
The Nakoda~Aaniiih Credit Agency (NACA-INC) project will create a long-term positive
impact for agricultural producers on the Fort Belknap Reservation. With NAAF funding
the NACA-INC project will provide loan products, credit services, increased knowledge and
economic growth.

native 360 loan fund Grand Island, NE
$100,000
www.native360.org 
Native 360 Loan Fund is a certified Native CDFI providing credit, loan capital and technical
assistance to Native American businesses. NAAF funding will help Native 360 Loan Fund
become a regional hub for ag lending, expanding lending operations for food production
among the tribes. 

Native CDFI Network, Inc.
$100,000
https://nativecdfi.net/
The Native CDFI Network (NCN) unifies Native CDFI’s and provides lending services to
Native Agriculture businesses. With NAAF funding NCN will provide long term low interest
loans to applicants seeking capital in Indian Country. 

Washington, DC

natawani coalition

$
https://www.natwanicoalition.org/ 
The Natwani Coalition will support community coalition building, long term planning, data
collection, infrastructure development, agricultural training, and micro-granting to small
scale producers so that the Hopi community can achieve their goal of 50% food
sovereignty by the year 2032. The Natwani Coalition plans to build on emerging datasets
from their previous community food assessments that have allowed them to identify an
accurate number of Hopi food practitioners on their Reservation. 

Kykotsmovi, AZ

new mexico community capital Albuquerque, NM 

Las Cruces, NM
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https://nmccap.org/%C2%A0
https://nmccap.org/%C2%A0
https://www.nmsu.edu/
http://www.native360.org/
https://nativecdfi.net/


Passamaquoddy Tribe at Indian Township
$200,000
https://www.passamaquoddy.com/
Wabanaki Unagi will establish a Tribal aquaculture enterprise that grows American eel.
The project will support over 700 Native harvesters, increasing the price per pound,
stabilizing the market, and creating agriculture-based employment on the reservation. 

Princteon, ME

North American Traditional Indigenous Food Systems (NATIFS) Minneapolis, MN 
$200,000
https://www.natifs.org/ 
North American Traditional Indigenous Food Systems will increase food sovereignty in Tribal
communities by Increasing the number of Native farmers and ranchers producing Indigenous food by
providing training, financial assistance, and increasing markets for these goods.  NATIFS will pilot new
projects to increase the distribution and marketing of Indigenous food products through training and
support of Indigenous chefs and entrepreneurs, tribal culinary programs, and food support programs.  

Northwest Native Development Fund
$150,000
www.thenndf.org
The Northwest Native Development Fund (NNDF) is a CDFI providing financing to Native
producers. NAAF funding will assist in financing more Native owned cattle operations,
assistance to impacted wood harvest clients, and access to business training
opportunities.   

oulee Dam, WA

Owens Valley Indian Water Commission

$174,587
www.oviwc.org
The Owens Valley Indian Water Commission (OVIWC) is Tribally chartered and consists of
three member tribes: Bishop, Big Pine, and Lone Pine Paiute Tribes. With NAAF funding,
OVIWC will set up the Nüümü Newe Protecting Our Future Project which will improve Native
American farmers and ranchers’ ability to access credit through loans and grants. It will also
expand tribal members’ involvement in agriculture and strengthen their economic
opportunities through regrants, training, education, resources, and technical assistance. 

Bishop, CA

Niijii Capital partners Inc. Keshena, WI
$100,000
https://niicap.org/
NiiJii Capital Partners (NiiCaP) provides loans and related development services including
technical support, business assistance and training to underserved persons within
economically distressed communities. With NAAF funding NiiCaP will focus on Indigenous
Food Sovereignty and Economic Empowerment to provide business technical support and
access to credit to the Menominee Food System.

North Leupp Family Farms, Inc.
$199,848
The North Leupp Family Farms is a Diné operated, non-profit community-based farm
serving rural communities in Western Navajo Nation. The proposed program will
encourage continued capacity building at the farm while expanding an ongoing program
of technical assistance to small Native farmers with the support of several partners across
the Southwest.  Some of the greatest impacts imparted through this program will be
through the direct technical assistance to producers. 

Leupp, AZ 
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https://www.passamaquoddy.com/
https://www.natifs.org/%C2%A0
https://www.natifs.org/%C2%A0
http://www.thenndf.org/
http://www.oviwc.org/
https://niicap.org/


seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc.

$200,000
https://www.semtribe.com/stof
The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. will develop a cattle program accounting system to
provide tribal producers access to accounting information on a timely basis. This proposed
system will provide comprehensive financial data on operational expenses such as
pharmaceuticals, feed, mineral supplementation, labor, veterinary services, etc. that will
provide tribal cattle owners the opportunity to mitigate risk and make informed business
decisions.  

Okeechobee, FL

 United Tribes Technical College
$ 200,000
https://uttc.edu/
With NAAF funding, the United Tribes Technical College (UTTC) will design, plan, and
construct a 5,000 square foot greenhouse for the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems
(SAFS) program. This greenhouse will be used as an essential part of the agriculture
program and will provide the opportunity for food sovereignty in the UTCC student and
tribal community.  

UTCC will also provide students with an opportunity to obtain stipends, proper
tools/equipment, and clothing for the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems (SAFS)
Associates Degree program. Students will also work with UTCC Faculty and Staff to access
travel opportunities to various agriculture farms and operations, conferences, and business
education/assistance trainings.  

Additionally, UTCC will utilize NAAF funding to integrate solar-panels/photovoltaic systems
onto the newly constructed greenhouse. Solar panels are a means of utilizing climate smart
agriculture and will provide students an opportunity to learn from hands on experience.
Students will also be provided direct training on solar-panel systems in their programs
curriculum.  

Bismarck, ND

Rosebud Economic Development Corporation (REDCO)

$200,000
https://www.sicangucorp.com/ 
The Rosebud Economic Development Corporation’s (REDCO) “Investing in Sicangu Farmers
and Ranchers” project will expand capacity and support entrepreneurship and Native food
producers in and around the Sicangu Macoke.  

Mission, SD

The Lakota Fund, Incorporated
$748,635
https://lakotafunds.org/
The Lakota Fund Inc. promotes economic sustainability and increases access to capital for
Native Agriculture producers. With NAAF funding, the Lakota Fund Inc. will assist ranchers in
effectively stewarding their environmental resources with a unique loan/equity investment
product supported by technical assistance and training. 

kyle, sd
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Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
$100,000

https://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/
The Mino Bimaadiziiwin Tribal Farm will construct a new pole barn which will allow the
Farm to strengthen and expand food production, house critical program equipment, and
enhance food sovereignty efforts of the Red Cliff community. 

Bayfield, WI38

https://www.semtribe.com/stof
https://uttc.edu/
https://www.sicangucorp.com/%C2%A0
https://www.sicangucorp.com/%C2%A0
https://lakotafunds.org/
https://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/


Wishtoyo Foundation
$92,491.60
https://www.wishtoyo.org/ 
Wishtoyo will build expertise among beginning Native farmers and ranchers by engaging
experts on wild tending, farming, harvesting and permaculture design. Wishtoyo will recruit
and train members of the Chumash and California Native communities to participate in wild
tending, harvesting and native farming. Participants will be recruited from the Syuxtun Plant
Mentorship Collective and the Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation.

Ventura, CA

Wind River Development Fund

$50,000
https://www.wrdf.org/
Wind River Development Fund (WRDF) a CDFI providing loans, re-grants, business assistance and training,
work with Native producers representing diverse agricultural models. With NAAF funding WRDF will
facilitate capital access to Native agricultural producers, provide technical assistance and re-granting
programs, while supporting economic and workforce development opportunities. 

Ft. Washakie, WY

Yurok Tribe Environmental Program
$99,997
https://www.yuroktribe.org/environmental-program
From the Ground Up: Development of the Yurok Food Villages will fund land surveys that are
needed to determine the location of three centralized Food Villages throughout the Yurok
Indian Reservation. With NAAF funding, the project will build infrastructure focused on
improving access to capital, creating a hub for community-centric economic development,
and providing technical assistance to Yurok food producers.  

Klamath, CA
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White Earth Investment Initiative Ogema, MN

$100,000

45
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Village Earth
$124,256
https://villageearth.org/ 
Village Earth will continue to build out our pilot climate data portal on our online Native Land
Information System (NLIS) to make data, critical for building resilience to climate change, more
accessible to tribal planners, tribal support organizations, and tribal agriculturalists. Because we
are developing an informational resource tool, we imagine will have very broad reach to aid
Tribes in their quest to obtain accurate research data.  

Ft. Collins, CO44

https://www.weii.website/
White Earth Investment Initiative (WEII) is experienced with lending to Native-controlled and
Reservation-based businesses in Minnesota. WEII will use NAAF funding to provide loans to
eligible borrowers, and increase capital among Native Farmers and Ranchers primarily within
the State of Minnesota

University of Nebraska Tribal Extension Program
$200,000
https://nativecoalition.unl.edu/
The University of Nebraska Tribal Extension Program will utilize this grant to provide garden
to table market training, accessing capital, financial literacy workshops, internships/job
training, and academic/career advising. The program will increase the amount of Native
Producers by teaching high school students to grow food for their families and for profit.              

Omaha, NE43

https://www.wishtoyo.org/%C2%A0
https://www.wishtoyo.org/%C2%A0
https://www.wrdf.org/
https://www.yuroktribe.org/environmental-program
https://villageearth.org/%C2%A0
https://villageearth.org/%C2%A0
https://nativecoalition.unl.edu/


17

NAAF sponsored Youth at the
Washington Leadership Conference



https://www.unr.edu/
The  University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) will work to provide workshops that address access to capital,
financial management training, and an understanding of land usage and ownership throughout Indian
Country. This project will also aid in providing agriculture education for Native students joining the UNR
College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Natural Resources.

NAAF funding will also be used to assist in providing access to capital workshops, risk management training
and technical sessions to tribes in Nevada and South Dakota. These trainings will specifically address how to
mitigate risk with climatic events including, extreme weather, and climate adaptation methods. Trainings will
also aim to introduce regenerative agriculture practices for producers.  

Ancestral Lands Albuquerque, NM
$ 39,028.37
https://ancestrallands.org/
The Ancestral Lands Conservation Corp (ALCC) is dedicated to enhancing ecological and cultural
well-being for Native youth on tribal lands. With NAAF funding, ALCC will train the next generation
of Native farmers to enhance localized food systems for their tribes. 

1

2

Akiptan Eagle Butte, SD
$40,000
https://www.akiptan.org 
Akiptan Inc. is a Native CDFI who aims to fairly provide capital and technical support to Native
Farmers and Ranchers. Using NAAF funding, they will complete a market study, provide further
access to capital for Native producers and create new loan products for Native Farmers and
Ranchers. 

2022 Native Youth Grantees
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Board of Regents, NSHE, obo University of Nevada, Reno reno, nv
$ 39,996.82

3

Center for Rural Affairs

$ 39,992.95
www.cfra.org
Through hands-on opportunities and traditional practices, NAAF funding will assist The Center for
Rural Affairs Isanti Youth Agriculture and Business Education Project in bridging the gaps between
growing produce and small business opportunities.

Lyons, NE4

Cheyenne River Youth Project 
$40,000
https://lakotayouth.org
The Cheyenne River Youth Project (CYRP) is grassroots, not-for-profit organization dedicated to
providing the youth of the Cheyenne River reservation with access to a vibrant and secure
future. With NAAF funding, CRYP will train Lakota teens in Indigenous farming,
entrepreneurship and agricultural business development. 

Eagle Butte, SD5

https://ecotrust.org/
https://ecotrust.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.aianta.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
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Cowlitz Indian Tribe
$ 39,994.87
www.cowlitz.org
The youth Native Foods Project operated by the Cowlitz tribe is intended to educate Cowlitz
youth on identifying, preparing, and preserving first foods. With NAAF funding, the project
allows support and assistance in the enhancement of Agriculture career opportunities.

Longview, WA

Diné Community Development Corporation
$ 40,000.00
www.dinecdc.org
The Diné Community Development Corp. will provide access to agricultural entrepreneurship
workshops to boost emerging Navajo youth farmers’ and ranchers’ financial literacy and
business knowledge. Through their Youth Agripreneurship Program along with NAAF funding
this program will create space and opportunity to encourage Diné youth to build upon their
own agriculture-focused businesses.

Churchrock, NM

7

8

Copper River Native Association
$ 39,992.4
www.crnative.org
Copper River Native Association is providing a youth project titled Tribal Community Services
Youth Beginning Re-Grant Program. This program will allow Alaskan Native community
members educational opportunities geared towards food security, harvesting techniques,
garden growth, and maintenance as well as exposure to raising farm animals.

Glennallen, AK6

Ma Ka Hana Ka Ike Building Program's
mahele farm

http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
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Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians
$ 40,000.00
https://www.faihp.org/
The Fresno American Indian Health Project (FAIHP) promotes a culture of wellness and healing
for tribal communities in the Fresno, CA area. With NAAF funding, FAIHP will create a pipeline of
Future Native Farmers beginning with 3rd to 6th graders using a culturally relevant gardening
curriculum to generate excitement and interest in agriculture.  

Peshawbestown, MI9

Homestead Community Development Corporation anahola, HI
$ 39968.75
https://hawaiianhomesteads.org/
Homestead Community Development Corporation’s (HCDC) mission is to develop economic
opportunities on or near the trust lands of the Native Hawaiian people. With NAAF funding,
HCDC will organize a youth council to engage youth through finance & business training, policy
exploration, hands-on project experience, and equity grants. 

10

Klamath Trinity Resource Conservation District Hoopa, CA
$ 40,000
www.ktrcd.org
The Hoopa Youth Livestock Project will provide Tribal youth with a structured foundation in which
Tribal youth can create individual year-round businesses raising livestock and marketing their
animals on the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation and the surrounding communities.

11

Methow Field Institute

$ 35,486
www.methowvalleyinterpretivecenter.com
The Seed to Syilx–Traditional Food Systems program will build upon the existing Traditional Foods
System program, established under a 2020 NAAF grant. The project will continue to develop a Native
Garden and connect students with traditional foods. A new native food plant nursery will give
students new business tools to help them build a more sovereign food future

Twisp, WA

Nakoda~Aaniiih Credit Agency
$ 40,000
Nakoda Aaniiih Credit Agency Facebook Page
The intention of the NACA-INC Youth Program is to provide youth leadership training that will
develop student agricultural leadership and entrepreneurial skills. The program has the
potential to create a long-term positive impact by increasing the number of Native agricultural
producers on the Fort Belknap Reservation.

Harlem, MT

13

14

Ma Ka Hana Ike Building Program

$ 40,000
www.hanabuild.org
The Na Pulapula O Hana (Seedlings of Hana) project provides the PreK-12 Native Hawaiian
youth of East Maui, Hawai’i with farming education, training, projects, and service opportunities
centered around agricultural resources of traditional and modern Hawaiian cultural significance.

Hana, HI12

http://www.dinecdc.org/
http://www.dinecdc.org/
http://www.dinecdc.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
https://ktrcd.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
https://m.facebook.com/Nakoda-Aaniiih-Credit-Agency-114678683644630/
http://www.hanabuild.org/


Native American Community Academy
$40,000

www.nacaschool.org
The Native American Community Academy (NACA) project Food-Sovereignty Chain: Linking
Indigenous Knowledge to Our Lifeways is rooted in reclaiming ancestral food systems with the
branches extending into sustainable communities. The project grounds students in traditional
practices in fishing, gardening, foraging, and ecological stewardship while giving them tools to
chart their own pathways to commercial operations and careers in agriculture.

Albuquerque, NM

New Mexico State University Red Lake, MN
$ 40,000
www.arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/aibe/
In partnership with Navajo Technical University NMSU’s Innoventure Native Youth Ag Camp
(INYAC) provides Native youth the opportunity to learn how to construct cattle ranch
management plans, learn about business and personal finances, and ultimately gain greater
access to capital to become community producers, farmers, and ranchers.

Owens Valley Indian Water Commission Bishop, CA
$ 39,841
www.oviwc.org
The Owens Valley Indian Water Commission (OVIWC) will conduct the Nüümü/Newe Preserving
Our Future Project which will provide youth with hands-on activities in the form of workshops,
field trips, training sessions, and in-the-dirt projects that will help our youth become young
food producers. The OVIWC will provide 4-H/FFA scholarships to at least 20 youth that will
assist them in overcoming financial barriers to participating in market animal projects.

15

16

17

21

Sicangu Community Development Corporation
$ 38703.58
www.sicangucdc.org
The Growing the Next Generation of Sicangu Farmers & Food Producers program is an
initiative that will increase youth engagement in the Rosebud food sovereignty movement
through partnerships with local schools and the 7Gen Youth Internship. The goal is to generate
excitement and stoke interest in Sicangu students becoming the food producers of the future.

Mission, SD19

Painted Desert Demonstration Projects (STAR school) Flagstaff, AZ
$ 40,000
www.starschool.org
The STAR School will implement a STAR Livestock Club where students will raise sheep and
cattle at home and participate in weekly after-school activities. The club will integrate
classroom learning and PBIS, connect to the Navajo language and culture, promote
independent ranching along with access to capital and develop future career pathways for
students.
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http://www.dinecdc.org/
http://www.dinecdc.org/
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/aibe/
http://www.oviwc.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
http://www.nativeconservancy.org/
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Takshanuk watershed council
$ 39,081.40
www.takshanuk.org
With the Takshanuk Watershed Council’s Gardening Education program, Native students in the
towns of Haines, Klukwan, and Mosquito Lake will learn how to grow food in Alaska’s Chilkat
Valley. They will develop their skills in food production and composting while learning how to
generate income from local produce.

Haines, AK20

22

Tanka Fund
$ 40,000
www.tankafund.org
The aim of the Tanka Landback Youth Project is to create opportunities for long-term land
sustainability by utilizing sustainable methods of agriculture and herd management by
incorporating Indigenous youth into our everyday processes. Through this work, the Tanka
Fund’s mission to improve the lands, lives, and economies of Native communities will continue.

Kyle, SD21

The Blackfeet nation agriculture development foundation
$ 40,000
The Blackfeet Nation Youth in Agriculture Scholarship will provide scholarships to Native
students who are descendants of the Blackfeet Tribe and are pursuing higher education in the
agriculture sciences or related studies with the goal of increasing the number of Native
farmers, ranchers, and ag professionals that can contribute to generating laws, policy, and
programs that influence the discipline of agriculture.

Browning, MT22

Zuni Youth Enrichment Project

$ 40,000
www.zyep.org
The Zuni Youth Enrichment Project (ZYEP) Rooted in Healthy Traditions: After-school Food
Sovereignty Program for Zuni Youth is a 12-month after-school program that will provide 240
Zuni youth with increased opportunities to participate in Zuni’s traditional agriculture cycle of
planting, maintaining, harvesting, and seed saving. Participating youth will increase their
connection to Zuni culture and language as they practice Zuni food sovereignty.

Zuni, NM23

Klamath trinity resource conservation
district's gill net project

http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
http://www.healthyfuturesnm.org/
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In March, the Farm Credit Administration
(FCA) pledges to work in collaboration
with the Native American Agriculture
Fund to address issues surrounding
access to capital for Native American
farmers and ranchers.

24

The Native American Agriculture Fund (NAAF)
CEO, Toni Stanger-McLaughlin, J.D. (Colville) 
 appointed to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Equity Commission to
address historical discrimination against
minority farmers within USDA.

In June NAAF sent a cohort of FFA
students to attend the FFA 2022
annual Washington Leadership
Conference.

NAAF sponsored 15 teachers to attend
the annual Agriculture in the
Classroom Conference in Saratoga
Springs, New York in June.
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In September, NAAF visited Fort Lewis
College. NAAF grant supports their
Farmer in Training and regenerative food
systems internship.

Featured is Farmer in Training Sage
Walstrom, and Field Assistant Autumn
Raasch.

The Native American Agriculture Fund Commits More Than $100 Million 
to Hunger, Nutrition, and Health in Indian Country 

 NAAF commits more than $100 million over the next 12 years to advance Native
American agriculture and establish healthy lands, healthy people, and healthy

economies. NAAF’s vision for this 12-year commitment is to achieve systemic and
meaningful impacts to address food and nutrition disparities in Tribal communities.

That is why NAAF is committing to strive for $10 million in grantmaking each year
through 2035 to build and sustain thriving food economies that feed and nourish
Indigenous people for generations to come. The eligible entities that receive NAAF

grants are leading in work that increases access to capital and alleviates food insecurity
in order to meet the needs of Indian Country and build equitable food systems for all.  
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NAAF visited the California Indian
Museum and Cultural Center (CIMCC)
in Santa Rosa, CA. They support Tribal
Youth Ambassadors in agribusiness
through Advancing Cultural
Opportunities to Reclaim Nutrition
(ACORN). 

The Borlaug Dialogue each year brings together
individuals from more than 65 countries to address
cutting-edge issues related to global food security and
nutrition.

NAAF CEO Stanger-McLaughlin spoke on the panel
discussing Pathways to achieve zero hunger and how
Indian Country should be at the forefront of these
discussions.

In November, NAAF visited the Three Sisters
Garden in West Sacremento, CA.

They work with at-potential high-promise youth
and community members through workshops
on agricultural skills, research training,
education, and hands-on experience with food
production processes.

26
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To conclude the year,
NAAF sponsored the
Intertribal Agriculture
Council's 35th annual
conference in Las Vegas. 

 IAC was established to
pursue and promote
Native resources for the
benefit of American
Indians and Alaska Natives.
Our staff was ready for a
fun and educational week. 

The NAAF Communications
Team was able to meet
and interview several
grantees at the IAC
conference. The grantees
shared stories of their
projects, successes, and
challenges as they
continue to serve Indian
Country.

In mid-November,
NAAF visited the
Brighton Reservation
to tour their cattle
operation and learn
more about how they
plan to create an
accounting system for
tribal ranches using
NAAF funds. 
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Read the Report On our Website



Read the Report On our Website Read the Report On our Website
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This Quarterly Ag Report focuses on
Inflation, Food at Home, and Selling to
the USDA. 

Utilizing SPINS market research, NAAF
provides market data for free, with
each report equaling a $500 value.

This report focuses on Organic Claims-
Based Marketing. It explains the
current organic market and the basic
requirements for organic production
and handling.

Watch the Webinars on

our YouTube Channel
@NativeAgFund



Watch On our YouTube Channel

On October 18, 2022 the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) announced that distressed
borrowers with qualifying USDA farm loans recently
received nearly $800 million in assistance. This
funding was mainly derived from the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA), with some additional resources
coming from the COVID-19 Pandemic Relief.
Through the IRA, USDA was directed to expedite
services to distressed borrowers with either direct or
guaranteed loans. Many Native American farmers,
ranchers, and producers will receive debt relief
before the end of 2022.

The Native American Agriculture Fund has partnered with Rob Holcomb, a tax expert at
the Center for Farm Financial Management at the University of Minnesota, as a resource
to Native farmers, ranchers, and producers to provide financial education as these
payments are released.
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NAAF was proud to partner with the National
FFA Organization to sponsor Native American
high school students to attend the Washington
Leadership Conference (WLC) in Washington,
D.C. Students spent the duration of the week

working with WLC facilitators to build a Living
to Serve Plan, which they took back to their
communities. Each plan was specific to the

student and their community needs.



NAAF collaborated with the Center for
Farm Financial Management, Native CDFI

Network, and Intertribal Agriculture
Council to host a Native Ag Underwriting
School that provided existing and future
lenders in Indian Country the tools they

needed to start or expand their agricultural
lending programs.

In collaboration with the Farmer Veteran
Coalition (FVC), NAAF assisted with

virtual listening sessions to support Native
veteran producers and how to expand

infrastructure and resources in the Indian
Country, and sponsored Native veterans

farmers to attend the FVC annual
conference. 






NAAF believes in the future of agriculture,
and teachers are a critical link to helping

Native students become more familiar with
food and agriculture concepts and

information. NAAF sponsored a cohort of
teachers to attend the National Agriculture in
the Classroom Annual Conference in hopes
that the teachers would leave the conference

with tools to improve the curriculum in
classrooms surrounding agriculture.






NAAF helped with the development of the
Tribal Agriculture Fellowship. In 2022, the

program had its first cohort of 10 students - they
represent 6 tribes, 6 different states, and they

have 2 CTE students, 3 undergraduate students,
and 5 graduate students and is looking to bring

in eight additional students in 2023.



NAAF believes in climate-smart agriculture and
has partnered with U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in

Action to collaborate and learn from food
leaders that are driving change through

unprecedented collaboration and innovation.
These stakeholders are committed and working

across the food value chain to create a more
sustainable food system through climate-smart

practices. NAAF CEO attended the USFRA's
Honor the Harvest Festival and participated in

the Decade of Ag video initiative. 

NAAF is a founding funder of Growing Justice; a
pooled fund co-designed by funders, farmers,

advocates, food suppliers, purchasers, and
community partners from Native and non-Native

communities nationwide to transform food systems
through equitable good food procurement--

purchasing from locally- or regionally-owned and
environmentally- and economically-sustainable

farms, ranches, fisheries, and food businesses that
prioritize the needs of low-income communities.

NAAF is a project partner for the FRAC - WIC
Community Innovation and Outreach project.
The goal is to increase WIC participation and

retention and reduce disparities in WIC
program delivery. Furthermore, the potential

outcomes of this project is to expand
partnerships with community organizations

and use of community-level data to develop and
test WIC outreach efforts with awareness,

outreach, and participation.

NAAF partnered with Cooperative
Development Foundation to create a

curriculum and training to empower Tribes
and individual members with the education

and resources to start cooperatives or improve
existing cooperatives in Indian Country. The

training is also available to entities that want to
expand their knowledge of working with Tribal

cooperatives and communities.
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Grantee   Location 

California Indian Museum and Cultural Center  Santa Rosa, ca 

Chippewa Cree Tribe  Box Elder, mt

Florida Gulf Coast University  Lee County, fl

Fort Lewis College  Durango, co

Fort Peck  Fort Peck, mt

HoChunk Community Capital  Winnebago, ne 

Little Big Horn College  Crow Agency, mt

Lummi  Bellingham, wa

Mesa Grande Business Development Corporation  Ramona, ca

Muckleshoot  Muckleshoot, wa

Native American Community Academy  Albuquerque, nm

Navajo Agricultural Products Industry  Farmington, nm

Nebraska Indian Community College  Macy, ne

Port Gamble S’kallam  Port Gamble, wa

Suquamish  Seattle, wa

Swinomish  La Conner, wa

The People’s Partner for Community Development  Lame Deer, mt

Three Sisters Garden  Sacramento, ca

Trees, Water & People  Ft. Collins, co

Village Earth  Ft. Collins, co
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grantee 
site 
visits 
in 2022

43+
Conferences,
events, 
and meetings
attended
in 2022

Ag Outlook Forum
Agri-Pulse Ag & Food Policy Summit
Agricultural Bankers Conference
Aspen Institute ESG Summit
Commodity Classic
Extension Risk Management Education
FALCON
Farm Bill Coalition Roundtables
Farm Credit Administration Forums
and meetings
Farmer Veteran Coalition
Federal Bar Association Meeting
FFA Montana State Convention
FFA Washington Leadership
Conference
FFA Washington State Convention
Foundant Summit and Workshop

IAC Regional Summit
IAC Southwest Conference
Inflation Reduction Act Meeting
Lakota Food Summit
MANRRS National Conference
NAAF Meetings with Federal Agencies in
Washington, DC
NAFOA Annual Conference
National Ag in the Classroom Conference
National Ag Media Summit
National Association of Conservation
Districts Conference
National Association of State Departments
of Agriculture (NASDA)
National Congress of American Indians
National FFA convention
National Tribal Conservation Districts
Conference

National Tribal Land Association Meeting
National YBS Forum
Native Ag Underwriting School
Neuberger Investment Conference
PEAK Grant-making Annual Conference
Podfest/Vidfest
Reservation Economic Summit
Southwest Indian Agriculture Association
Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Systems Funders Conference
The Sovereignty Symposium, OKC
U.S. Farmers and Ranchers in Action -
Honor the Harvest Forum
USDA Equity Commission & Agriculture
Meeting
White House Conference on Hunger,
Nutrition, and Health



Dr. Joe Hiller, phD
(Oglala Lakota)

Porter Holder
(Choctaw)

Claryca Mandan
(Three Affiliated Tribes)

Charles Graham
(Lumbee)

Sherry Salway Black
(Oglala Lakota)

Pat Gwin
(Cherokee)

Ross Racine
(Blackfeet)

Elsie Meeks
(Oglala Lakota)

Stacy Leeds, jD
(Oglala Lakota)

Paul Lumley
(Yakama)

Sybil Bullard
(Lumbee) Wayne Ducheneaux

(Cheyenne River Sioux)

Michelle Fox, JD
(Aaniiih – Gros Ventre, 
Amskapi Piikani – Blackfeet)
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Toni Stanger-
Mclaughlin, JD
(Colville Confederated Tribes)

Sandy Martini Kathy Callahan, CPA
(Cherokee)

Gabrielle Budder
(Cherokee)

Cindy Farlee
(Itázipčho Lakȟóta)

Chanel Ford
(Spokane Tribe) Graham Gaither JOe l. Graham, PHD

(Pueblo of Laguna)

Sarah hiatt Jasmine Locklear
(Lumbee)

Belton moore
(Lumbee)

Lenora moore
(Lumbee)

Jessica Morago
(Colville Confederated
Tribes)

Lucas SherillWhitney Sawney
(Cherokee)

Maria Wakan
(Fort Peck Sioux Tribes)

Christy Walker
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Samantha Belote

Ryan Hussman
(Oglala lakota)

Katherine Rodriguez

(Cherokee)




