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2021 Request for Applications ï General 

Question List 
 

Introduction  
 

Welcome to the 2021 Request for Applications (RFA) for the Native American Agriculture Fund 

(NAAF).  

The 2021 Request for Applications ï General covers targeted funding by entity type, including: 

ï 501(c)(3) organization  

ï Educational organization 

ï Community Development Financial Institution 

ï Tribal government/instrumentality 

Applicants for targeted funding may apply for one or more areas listed below: 

ï General Focus: Business Assistance, Agricultural Education, Technical Support and 

Advocacy 

ï General Focus: Loan Capital, Re-granting Capital & Technical Assistance/Business 

Assistance (CDFIs only) 

ï Special Focus: Agriculture Infrastructure (Tribes only) 

ï Special Focus: Beginning Farmer and Rancher 

ï Special Focus: Climate Resilience and Conservation 

Requests for Youth Programming are hosted in a separate application. Please to the dashboard to 

locate the 2021 Request for Applications - Youth.  

 

Note: Eligible applicants may apply for the 2021 RFA - General and 2021 RFA - Youth by 

completing both applications. 

 

Helpful Links  

ï 2021 RFA Overview -- Please read this document in full before starting an application. 

(click title to download) 

ï NAAF Grants Webpage -- Please refer to this webpage for information regarding the 

application cycle. (click title to open in new tab) 

 

https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-RFA-Overview-FINAL.pdf
http://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/grants
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Key Dates 
 

2021 RFA - General Opens: April 1, 2021 

2021 RFA - General Closes: June 1, 2021, at 11:59 p.m. CT 

 

2021 RFA Webinar Series 

All webinars begin at 2 p.m. CT and are scheduled to last until 4 p.m. CT. The first hour will be a 

standard presentation followed by an hour of live Q&A. 

 

Register: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SC7JXox4RyWNiYXR1MQLxw 

ï Thursday, April 15, 2021 

ï Thursday, April 22, 2021 (Youth funding only) 

ï Thursday, April 29, 2021 

ï Thursday, May 13, 2021 

ï Thursday, May 27, 2021 

Guidelines 

ï Applicants must complete all required questions and uploads before submitting the 

application.  

ï NAAF chooses to err on the side of giving maximum space for text block responses (10,000 

characters, or 3.5 pages). This should not be interpreted as a requirement to fill all available 

space. Please give sufficient detail for evaluators to understand your proposal without 

straining to fill space. 

ï Unless otherwise noted, uploads must be in .pdf format. 

ï Upload areas have a maximum file size. If you run into issues, consult this document 

on reducing PDF file size 

ï Double-check your application to make sure all uploads are correct. There is no opportunity 

to amend the application after the deadline. 

ï NAAF encourages you to submit the application in advance of the deadline to avoid 

unexpected technical difficulties. 

For Assistance 

ï 2021 RFA FAQs -- Review frequently asked questions. (click title for NAAF website) 

ï 2021 RFA Webinars -- Ask your question live (click title to register) 

ï Email NAAF Grants -- Reach out to NAAF directly (click title to start an email) 

ï Leave a voicemail with NAAF Grants at 479-445-6226 (include contact info for a return 

call) 

 

Collaborate Feature 
 
Sections of this application may require input from other members of your team. We encourage 

you to use Foundant's 'Collaborate' feature to invite those team members to edit the application 

with you. This is particularly important for organizations applying with a fiscal sponsor. 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SC7JXox4RyWNiYXR1MQLxw
https://www.grantinterface.com/Documents/Download/00947ec6-2162-4c81-ae16-c9627095dd4c
http://www.nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/grants
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SC7JXox4RyWNiYXR1MQLxw
mailto:grants@nativeamericanagriculturefund.org
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To collaborate: 

ï Look for a blue button in the top right corner of the page labeled 'Collaborate' 

ï Click the button and add the email address of the team member 

ï Select permissions; either 'can edit' or 'can submit' 

ï Finish the process by clicking 'Invite' 

ï There is no limit on how many collaborators you can add to the application. This method is 

preferred to sharing the username and password for one account.  

 

View NAAF's Foundant Application Tutorial for more help. 

 

Contact Information  
 

Applicant Organization Name*  

 

How should NAAF refer to the organization conducting grant activities in external 

communications? This may differ from the organization name used for a future grant agreement. 

 

Example #1 - University Sub-unit 

Internal organization name used on grant agreement: 

Regents of XY, University of XY 

External organization name used on website: 

ABC Center at University of XY 

 

Example #2 - Tribal Sub-unit 

Internal organization name used on grant agreement: 

XYZ Indian Tribe 

External organization name used on website: 

XYZ Indian Tribe - Agriculture Department 

 

If you are applying with a fiscal sponsor, list the name of the sponsored organization (i.e., 

organization completing grant activities) here. We will ask for the fiscal sponsor information later 

in the application. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Applicant Contact Name* 

 

Please designate one person to be NAAF's primary contact through the application and project 

period. 
 

Note: This person should be someone working day-to-day on the project and doesn't need to be the 

signing authority. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Documents/Download/135bbc76-6595-4006-93fd-a8ccd127326c
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Applicant Contact Email* 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Applicant Contact Phone Number* 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Application Checklist 

 

NAAF's application uses branching logic to ask questions specific to your organization. As such, 

many question groups hinge on your answer to an earlier question. Additional questions are 

revealed as you answer earlier ones. We use this functionality to craft our application around your 

unique situation. 

 

NAAF has developed two tools to aid people who prefer to see the full application at once. You 

may: 

ï download a PDF of the full application (this document), or 

ï use the checklist below to track your progress. 

Checklist 

 

Optional: You may use this area to check off items as you complete the application to track your 

progress. 

 

 Eligibility information 

 Fiscal sponsor information (if applicable) 

 Limited waiver acknowledgment (if applicable) 

 Geographic information 

 Native agriculture focus 

 Access to capital 

 Financial information 

 Project proposal for each category 

 COVID-19 response (if applicable) 

 Intermediary funds information (if applicable) 

 Governing body information 

 Cover letter 

 Support letters (optional) 

 Extra space (optional) 

 

Note: The project proposal includes: 

ï Title  

ï Length 

ï Access to Capital 
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ï Narrative 

ï Objectives 

ï Summary 

ï Key Personnel 

ï Impact 

ï Budget 

ï Budget Narrative  

ï Keywords 

Eligible Grant Recipient Rules 
 

NAAFôs Trust Agreement outlines eligible grant recipients in Section 8. 

 

" Section 8 ï Eligible Grant Recipients and Grant Requirements 

(a) Eligible Grant Recipients shall be limited to: 

(1) Tax-exempt organizations described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Code; 

(2) Educational organizations described in Section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii) of the Code; 

(3) Community Development Financial Institutions (ñCDFIsò), including Certified Native CDFIs 

and Emerging Native CDFIs, provided, however, that such CDFI is a tax-exempt organization 

described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Code; 

(4) the instrumentality of a state or federally recognized tribe, including a non-profit organization 

chartered under the tribal law of a state or federally recognized tribe, that furnishes assistance 

designed to further Native American farming or ranching activities, provided, however, that é"  

 

" (c) Grants to Fiscal Sponsors. The Trust may make grants to Eligible Grant Recipients, defined in 

Section 8, acting as fiscal sponsors (ñFiscal Sponsorsò) for organizations that would be Eligible 

Grant Recipients but for the fact that such organizations have requested but have not yet received a 

favorable determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service recognizing such organizationôs 

tax-exempt status. The Trust shall exercise expenditure responsibility within the meaning of 

Section 4945(h) of the Code when making grants to Fiscal Sponsors."  

Note: According to our Trust Agreement, individual Native farmers, ranchers, fishers and other 

producers are not eligible to apply for NAAF grants. We encourage producers to share this grant 

opportunity with eligible grant recipient organizations in their community. 

 

Eligibility*  

 

Does your organization fit in one of the four eligible grant recipient groups - 501(c)(3) 

organization, educational organization, CDFI or Tribal government/instrumentality - listed above? 

 

Note: If you are not an eligible grant recipient and do not have a fiscal sponsor, please contact 

NAAF at grants@nativeamericanagriculturefund.org. 

 

o Yes 

o No, we are working with a fiscal sponsor 

 

https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/trust-agreement/
mailto:grants@nativeamericanagriculturefund.org
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Eligibility for Fiscal Sponsor 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñNo, we are working with a fiscal sponsorò for 

ñEligibilityò. 

 
NAAFôs Trust Agreement outlines eligible grant recipients in Section 8. It includes provisions for 

grants to Fiscal Sponsors for the benefit of organizations not eligible to apply on their own. 

Excerpts from Section 8 are shown below. 

 
" (c) Grants to Fiscal Sponsors. The Trust may make grants to Eligible Grant Recipients, defined in 

Section 8, acting as fiscal sponsors (ñFiscal Sponsorsò) for organizations that would be Eligible 

Grant Recipients but for the fact that such organizations have requested but have not yet received a 

favorable determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service recognizing such organizationôs 

tax-exempt status. The Trust shall exercise expenditure responsibility within the meaning of 

Section 4945(h) of the Code when making grants to Fiscal Sponsors."  

 

Please read the following before proceeding with this section: 

NAAF's Fiscal Sponsor Information 
 

Eligibility  for FS*  

 

To apply with a fiscal sponsor, the non-eligible entity must fit the criteria of "organizations that 

would be Eligible Grant Recipients but for the fact that such organizations have requested but have 

not yet received a favorable determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service recognizing 

such organizationôs tax-exempt status". 

 

Has your organization submitted an application for 501(c)(3) status but not yet received a favorable 

determination letter from the IRS? If you answer no, please contact NAAF 

at grants@nativeamericanagriculturefund.org before proceeding with this application. 

 

o Yes 

o No 

 

IRS Application Proof*  

 

Please upload documentation that shows your organization has applied for, but not yet received, 

501(c)(3) status. 

 

According to the IRS website, 501(c)(3) applicants will receive an acknowledgment notice once 

the application has been received. Please upload that acknowledgment notice or other 

documentation here. 

 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

 

 

https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/trust-agreement/
https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-RFA-Fiscal-Sponsor-Information-FINAL-1.pdf
mailto:grants@nativeamericanagriculturefund.org
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/wheres-my-application-for-tax-exempt-status
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IRS Application Proof Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your upload for the previous question here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

Fiscal Sponsor Information 

 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñYesò for ñEligibility for FSò. 

 

Fiscal Sponsor Organization Name* 

 

Please enter the name of the organization acting as a fiscal sponsor for the applicant. This 

organization must be a 501(c)(3) organization. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Fiscal Sponsor Organization Address* 

 

Please enter the mailing address (street, city, state and zip code) for the fiscal sponsor organization. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

Fiscal Sponsor Contact Name*  

 

Please designate one person to be NAAF's primary fiscal sponsor contact through the application 

and project period. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Fiscal Sponsor Contact Email* 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Fiscal Sponsor Contact Phone* 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Fiscal Sponsor ï Agreement* 

 

By clicking "agree", the fiscal sponsor acknowledges and affirms its responsibility to manage 

grant activities, funds and reports for any projects awarded by NAAF through the 2021 Request for 

Applications. 

 

o Agree 
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Eligible Grant Recipient Type  
 

Eligible Entity Type*  

 

Please select your organization's primary entity type. 

ï If your organization qualifies under more than one type, please choose the type that best 

fits the grant request. If you are unsure, contact NAAF to discuss. 

ï If your organization is using a fiscal sponsor, select the entity type of the fiscal sponsor 

(must be 501(c)(3) organization). 

o 501(c)(3) organization 

o Educational organization 

o Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) 

o Tribal government  

o Instrumentality of a Tribal government  

Eligib ility  Upload ï 501(c)(3) 
 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñ501(c)(3) organizationò for ñEligible Entity 

Typeò. 

 
Eligibility Upload - 501(c)(3)*  

 

Please upload documentation from the IRS proving your organization's 501(c)(3) status. This will 

most likely be in the form of a letter announcing or confirming the status. EIN documents and 

articles of incorporation are not sufficient. 

 

Note: If your organization is using a fiscal sponsor, upload the fiscal sponsor's IRS documentation 

here. 

 

Must be in .pdf format.  

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload - 501(c)(3) Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your upload for the previous question here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 
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Eligib ility  Upload ï Edu Org 

 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñEducational organizationò for ñEligible 

Entity Typeò. 

 

Eligibility Upload ï Edu Org* 

 

NAAF's Trust Agreement allows funding for educational organizations described in Section 

170(b)(1)(A)(ii) of the Code. 

 

Please upload documentation proving your organization's Section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii) status. Examples 

include: 

ï IRS letter 

ï Statement from organization's general counsel 

ï Incorporating documents 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload ï Edu Org Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your upload for the previous question here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

Eligib ility  Upload ï CDFI  
 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñCommunity Development Financial 

Institutionò for ñEligible Entity Typeò. 

 

NAAF's Trust Agreement states CDFIs must also have 501(c)(3) status to be eligible.  

 

Excerpt from Trust Agreement: 

 

" Section 8 ï Eligible Grant Recipients and Grant Requirements 

(a) Eligible Grant Recipients shall be limited to: 

... 

(3) Community Development Financial Institutions (ñCDFIsò), including Certified Native CDFIs 

and Emerging Native CDFIs, provided, however, that such CDFI is a tax-exempt organization 

described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Code;"  

 

Eligibility Upload ï CDFI* 

 

Once accredited, a CDFI must renew the Treasury Department's ACR certification each year. 

The CDFI will receive an email from the ACR process stating, "A review of CDFI is complete and 

https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/trust-agreement/
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certification is renewed." Please locate your organization's most recent version of that email and 

upload it here. 

 

Must be in .pdf format.  

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload (501c3) ï CDFI*  

 

Please upload documentation from the IRS proving your organization's 501(c)(3) status. This will 

most likely be in the form of a letter announcing or confirming the status. EIN documents and 

articles of incorporation are not sufficient. 

 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload - CDFI Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your upload for the previous question here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

Eligib ility  Upload ï Trib al Government  
 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñTribal governmentò for ñEligible Entity 

Typeò. 

 

Eligibility Upload ï Tribe* 

 

Please upload documentation showing your organization is a state recognized or federally 

recognized Tribal government. This may include: 

ï List of recognized Tribes from the Federal Register or state register 

ï Federal law or state law 

ï Constitution or organizing document 

ï Executive order 

ï Treaty 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload - Tribe Resolution 
 

Optional: Some Tribes require a Tribal resolution prior to submitting proposals for funding. If that 

applies to your Tribe, please upload the authorizing resolution here. 
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Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload - Tribe Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your upload for the previous question here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

Eligib ility  Upload ï Instrumentality   
 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñInstrumentality of a Tribal governmentò for 

ñEligible Entity Typeò. 

 

Excerpt from the 2021 RFA Overview: 

 

" Instrumentalities of Tribes (of state recognized or federally recognized Tribal governments) can 

mean any number of things such as Tribal departments of agriculture, food authorities or even food 

processing or food marketing entities. Tribal governments have the latitude to determine which 

entities are instrumentalities of their governments; NAAF only needs proper documentation as to 

that status. If an organization has eligible status as an educational institution or a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization, for instance, but wishes to be considered as an instrumentality of a Tribal 

government, they must secure and submit an authorizing document from their Tribal government to 

that specific effect. A statement from an organization other than a Tribal government will not 

suffice for this purpose."  

 

Eligibility Upload - Instrumentality*  

 

Please upload documentation from a state recognized or federally recognized Tribal government 

authorizing your organization as an instrumentality of their government. 
 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload - Instrumentality Resolution 
 

Optional: Some instrumentalities require a Tribal resolution prior to submitting proposals for 

funding. If that applies to your instrumentality, please upload the authorizing resolution here. 

 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Eligibility Upload - Instrumentality Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your upload for the previous question here. 
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Character Limit: 2500 

 

Limited Waiver ï Instrumentality*  

 

All Tribal governments and instrumentalities must provide a limited waiver of sovereign immunity 

to be awarded NAAF funds. 

 

Is your organization (the instrumentality) authorized to waive sovereign immunity without a Tribal 

resolution? 

 

o Yes 

o No 

 

Limited Waiver - Instrumentality Upload 

 

If yes, please upload the Tribal resolution or law authorizing your organization to waive sovereign 

immunity. 

 

Must be in .pdf format. 

 (Max File Limit: 2 MiB) 

 

Limited Waiver ï Instrumentality Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your sovereign immunity situation here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

Limited Waiver Acknowledgement 
 

This section is required for applicants who selected ñTribal governmentò or ñInstrumentality of a 

Tribal governmentò for ñEligible Entity Typeò. 

 

NAAF's Trust Agreement contains specific provisions for Tribal governments and 

instrumentalities. Among those is the necessity of a limited waiver of sovereign immunity.  

 

" Section 8 ï Eligible Grant Recipients and Grant Requirements 

 

... (4) the instrumentality of a state or federally recognized tribe, including a non-profit 

organization chartered under the tribal law of a state or federally recognized tribe, that furnishes 

assistance designed to further Native American farming or ranching activities, provided, however, 

that ... 

(iii) If the grant recipient is a governmental entity, it shall agree to a limited waiver of sovereign 

immunity with respect to the Trustôs right to enforce the terms of the grant."  

 

Any Tribal government or instrumentality awarded will need to provide a limited waiver prior to 

distribution of funds.  

https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/trust-agreement
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Read here for more help: NAAF's Limited Waiver Information. 

 

Limited Waiver Acknowledgement*  

 

By clicking "Agree", I acknowledge and affirm that Tribal leadership and legal counsel are aware 

of the need for a limited waiver of sovereign immunity and are supportive of providing one if 

awarded a NAAF grant. 

 

o Agree 

 

Geographic Information  

 
Note: If you are using a fiscal sponsor, answer questions in this section, óGeographic Informationô, 

for the sponsored organization/applicant. 

 

Applicant Info  
 

The following three questions pertain to your organization's physical location. These questions are 

demographic in nature and will not impact evaluation. 

 

Org Location (1)* 

 

Where is your organizationôs primary office located? 

 

Note: This may not be the same as the community that your organization plans to serve with 

NAAF funding. 

 

o Reservation/Tribal land area (rural, suburban or urban) 
o Rural Area 
o Suburban Area 
o Remote (no physical location) 
o Other 

 

Org Location (2)* 

 

Is your primary office located in the community you intend to serve? 

 

o Yes 
o No 

 

Org Location Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your selections for óOrg Location (1) and (2)ô here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Documents/Download/3f05624f-e8fe-473b-a2b2-aabc42b61790
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Service Population 
 

The following questions pertain to the areas your organization seeks to serve through the 2021 

RFA proposed project(s). 

 

Note: This may be of your overall service population. Please answer only for areas to be served by 

the 2021 RFA proposed project(s). 

 

Service Community*  

 

What type of Native community will your organization serve with NAAF funding? Select all that 

apply: 

 

 Reservation/Tribal land community 
 Rural community 
 Suburban community 
 Urban community 
 Not Listed 

 

Service Community Comments 

 

Optional: You may elaborate on your selections for óService Communityô here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

States* 

 

Please select the states in which you will be serving Native farmers and ranchers with NAAF 

funding. If it is national, please select the last option, ñNationalò. 
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BIA Regions* 

 

Select the region(s) your project(s) will cover. If it is a national project, please select the last 

option, ñNational". Identify regions with the map below. 

 

BIA Regions Map 

 

Note: The Eastern Region is divided into Northeast and Southeast in our list. | Native Hawaiians 

are listed in the Pacific Region.  

 

Once you have chosen the region(s), a tab associated with each region will appear where you may 

identify the specific Tribes/Villages you intend to serve. You can choose multiple regions and 

Tribes/Villages. 

 

 Alaska Region  

 Eastern Oklahoma Region  

 Great Plains Region  

 Midwest Region  

 Navajo Region  

 Northeast Region  

 Northwest Region  

 Pacific Region  

 Rocky Mountain Region  

 Southeast Region  

 Southern Plains Region  

 Southwest Region  

 Western Region  

 National 

 

BIA Regions Comments 

 

Optional: You may be serving Tribal members whose Tribe is located outside of the BIA region 

selected. You can elaborate on that, and any other thoughts, here. 

 

Character Limit: 2500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Documents/Download/8b581715-915c-4770-8546-a27d9963c4a1
https://www.grantinterface.com/Documents/Download/8b581715-915c-4770-8546-a27d9963c4a1
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Alaska Region 
 

Alaska Region List 

 

Please check the Tribe(s)/Village(s) you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 

 

 
 

Alaska Region List- Not Listed 

 

If you selected ñNot Listedò above, please enter your Tribe or Village here. 

 

_________________________________________ 
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Eastern Oklahoma Region 
 

Eastern Oklahoma Region List  

 

Please check the Tribe(s) you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 

 

 
 

Eastern Oklahoma Region List ï Not Listed 

 

If you selected ñNot Listedò above, please enter your Tribe here. 
 

_________________________________________ 

 

Great Plains Region 
 

Great Plains Region List 

 

Please check the Tribe(s) you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 
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Great Plains Region List ï Not Listed 

 

If you selected ñNot Listedò above, please enter your Tribe here. 
 

_________________________________________ 

 

Midwest Region 
 

Midwest Region List 

 

Please check the Tribe(s) you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 

 

 
 

Midwest Region List ï Not Listed 

 

If you selected ñNot Listedò above, please enter your Tribe here. 
 

_________________________________________ 

 

Navajo Region 
 

Navajo Region List 

 

Please check the Tribe you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 
 

 Navajo Nation 
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Northeast Region 
 

Northeast Region List 

 

Please check the Tribe(s) you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 

 

 
 

Northeast Region List ï Not Listed 

 

If you selected ñNot Listedò above, please enter your Tribe here. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Northwest Region 
 

Northwest Region List 

 

Please check the Tribe(s) you will serve in your NAAF-funded project(s). 

 


