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2020 Request for Applications Process - Youth 
 
Welcome to the 2020 Request for Applications (RFA) for funding support to reach the needs of 

Youth and younger Native farmers and ranchers. Please review the 2020 RFA for further 

information. This document provides a list of questions as those appear within the online 

application submittal system. When completing the application online, the order in which questions 

are posed may differ from the order in which questions are posed within this written document.  

 

If applicants use the online system, they must complete the following questions within the online 

application system and upload the appropriate documents as indicated. For those applicants that 

choose to submit in writing through regular mail and not online, applications need to answer all 

“yes/no” questions as well as those sections that require selections among available choices.  

Applicants submitting in writing should use a separate type-written document to provide additional 

information for all areas included within this guidance.  All applicants must adhere to character 

limits and all questions must also be completed. Please provide any requested upload documents 

along with your paper submission. Please submit complete applications as soon as completed; 

NAAF is accepting applications on an ongoing basis throughout the open period beginning April 1, 

2020 and ending September 30, 2020 at 11:59 pm CT. Application review and funding 

determinations will be made on an ongoing basis.    

 

Important Dates 
 

RFA Opens: April 1, 2020 

RFA Closes: September 30, 2020 at 11:59 pm CT 

Applications will be evaluated approximately every two months; early submissions are 

encouraged. 

Pool Available: $1,000,000 

Budget Request Maximum: $50,000 

Project Length: Up to 2 years 

 

You may contact NAAF at any point for clarification on any issue by emailing 

grants@NativeAmericanAgricultureFund.org or by calling 479.445.6226. All documents 

referenced within both this RFA and the youth RFA are located on the NAAF website at 

NativeAmericanAgricultureFund.org/grants. 

 

 

mailto:grants@NativeAmericanAgricultureFund.org
http://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/grants
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Limited Waivers 
 

Please note that as required by the NAAF Trust Agreement Section 8(A)(4)(iii), all Tribal 

governments and their instrumentalities are required to provide a limited waiver of sovereign 

immunity to NAAF prior to award funding distribution. Sample limited waiver language will be 

provided upon request.  

 

Contact Information  

 
Organization Name* 

Please provide the name of the organization that will be administering the project(s). 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

Project Contact Name* 

Please designate one person to be the project contact. This person will be NAAF’s primary contact 

through the application, review and award period. This person does not have to be the project lead. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Project Contact Email* 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Project Contact Phone Number* 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Applicant Information 
 

Please review the following questions and select the answers that apply to your organization’s 

proposed NAAF-funded project. 
 

BIA Regions* 

Select the region(s) your project will cover. If it is national project, please select the last option: 

“national". Once you have chosen your region(s) in the online submittal system, a tab associated 

with each region will appear where you may identify the specific Tribes/villages you intend to 

serve. You can choose multiple regions and Tribes/villages. 

 

 Alaska Region  

 Eastern Oklahoma Region  

 Great Plains Region  

 Midwest Region  

 Navajo Region  

 Northeast Region  

 Northwest Region  

 Pacific Region  

 Rocky Mountain Region  

 Southeast Region  

 Southern Plains Region  

 Southwest Region  

 Western Region  

 National 
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Paper Applicants: A list of Tribes and villages for each region starts on page 11. Go to the list 

corresponding to the region(s) you have indicated above and select the Tribes or villages you will 

serve in your project.  

 

Urban Service Area 

If you serve urban Natives, please describe the community you are serving below.  
Character Limit: 2500 

 

States* 

Select the state(s) your project will cover. If it is national project, please select the last option: 

“National”.  

 

 
 

Organization Focus* 

Please select the description that most closely aligns with your organization’s current status. 

 

 Native-focused organization with at least 50% of the organization’s programming in 

agriculture  

 Native-focused organization with less than 50% of the organization’s programming in 

agriculture  

 Non-Native-focused organization  

 

Organization Type – Eligible Entity* 

Please choose all that apply. You will be asked to provide proof of eligibility for each selection. 

 

 501(c)(3) organization  

 Non-501(c)(3) organization working with a fiscal sponsor  

 Educational organization 

 CDFI  

 Native CDFI/Emerging Native CDFI  

 Tribal government (state or federally recognized)  
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 Instrumentality of a Tribal government (state or federally recognized) 

 Other eligible entity 

 

Organization Type – Other 

If you selected “other eligible entity” above, please specify the applicant’s entity type and why it 

should be considered an eligible entity. Eligible grant recipients are defined in the 2020 RFA 

Overview document and the NAAF Trust Agreement. 

 

Project Impact 

 

NAAF is interested in the potential impact of your proposed project within five (5) various 

producer groups. 

 

For our purposes, these producer groups are: 

 

• Farmers 

• Ranchers 

• Fishers 

• Harvesters 

• Community Producers 

 

Community producers include small scale producers such as those involved with community 

gardens, school gardens or other similar activities. 

 

The following questions allow you to specify the number of unique producers you intend to serve 

and impact through your project. Please enter “0” in areas that do not apply to your project. 

 

Farmers* 

How many farmers will your project serve? 

# 

 

Ranchers* 

How many ranchers will your project serve? 

# 

 

Fishers* 

How many farmers will your project serve? 

# 

 

Harvesters* 

How many harvesters will your project serve? 

# 

 

Community Producers* 

How many community producers will your project serve? 

# 
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Access to Credit* 

Does your project include “access to credit” activities? Check all that apply. 

 

 Loans to Native farmers or ranchers  

 Technical assistance to potential borrowers 

 Educational activities to improve ability to access loans 

 Other 

 Not applicable 

 

Access to Credit - Other 

If you selected “Other”, please specify the activity your project will include and why it is relevant 

to credit access needs of producers.   
Character Limit: 200 

 

COVID-19 Response 

We are deeply aware of the unprecedented challenges facing many of our communities in the wake 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. We anticipate some applicants will propose a project that addresses 

unique issues stemming from this situation.  

 

If applicable, please describe how your project is a response to COVID-19.  
Character Limit: 10,000 

 

Native Leadership* 

Please describe how your organization integrates Native leadership in its decision-making 

processes and how you ensure that your programs are responsive to the needs of Native farmers 

and ranchers. If your constituents are involved in program design, please discuss.  
Character Limit: 5000 

 

Partnerships, Networks and Collaborations*  

List any partnerships, networks, and collaborations you engage in that support your work with 

Native producers.   
Character Limit: 2500 

 

Organizational Challenges*  

Please describe any anticipated internal/external challenges your organization may face in 

completing your proposed project and how you plan to address such challenges, should they arise 

or deepen. These can reflect challenges associated with COVID-19 as well as other challenges you 

might face. 
Character Limit: 10,000 

 

Leveraging* 

Are you willing to allow NAAF to release general information concerning your application to other 

philanthropic or governmental entities to explore funding and leveraging opportunities on your 

behalf? 

 Yes 

 No 
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Project Financials 
 

2019 NAAF Funding* 

Did you receive NAAF funding in 2019? 

 Yes 

 No 

 

Other Funding* 

Will you seek other funding to leverage with NAAF funding to add value to your proposed project? 

If so, please discuss.   
Character Limit: 2000 

 

Budget Deficit* 

Did your organization experience a budget deficit during the last fiscal year? 

 Yes 

 No 

 

Budget Deficit - Yes 

If yes, please identify the amount and reason for the budget deficit. 
Character Limit: 2000 

 

Audit* 

Do you have an audit of your organization’s financial systems? 

 Yes  

 No 

 

Audit Findings* 

Were there any findings by an auditor during your most recent audit? 

 Yes  

 No 

 

Audit Findings Described 

If yes, please identify the brief summary of audit findings and give an explanation of steps taken to 

address the audit findings. 
Character Limit: 10,000 

 

Organization Income* 

What was your organization’s income according to your last audit? 

$ 

 

 

Organization Expenses* 

What was your organization’s expenses according to your last audit?  

$ 
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Audit Information Upload*  

Please upload your most recent audited financial statements including expenses/revenues and 

assets/liabilities.  
File Size Limit: 5 MB  

 

Financial Statements* 

Do you have unaudited financial statements for your organization? 

 Yes  

 No 

 N/A, I have audited financial statements. 

 

Financial Statements Upload*  

Please upload your most recent financial statements including expenses/revenues and 

assets/liabilities.  
File Size Limit: 5 MB  

 

 

Re-grants, Scholarships and Loans 
 

Re-grants/Scholarships/Loans* 

Does your organization intend to make re-grants, scholarships or loans with NAAF funds? 

 Yes 

 No 

 

Re-grants/Scholarships/Loans* 

For which of the following activities are you seeking funds? Choose all that apply. 

 Re-grants 

 Scholarships 

 Loans 

 

Procedures for Re-grants/Scholarships/Loans* 

Describe your organization’s processes and procedures to make grants, scholarships and/or loans. 

Please also discuss any ancillary activities your organization provides in addition to the grants, 

loans and/or scholarships (ex. technical assistance, capacity building, training, education, etc.). 
Character Limit: 10,000 

 

Budget for Re-grants/Scholarships/Loans* 

Summarize your organization’s budget for making grants, scholarships and/or loans over the past 

five years, including the total amount awarded, the number of awards made each year, and the 

maximum and minimum size of awards made. 
Character Limit: 10,000 
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Youth Funding 
 

Youth – Project Title*  

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Youth – Budget Request*  

What level of funding are you requesting for a project in Youth Programming?  

 

A complete explanation of funding limits is available within the 2020 RFA Overview (pg. 16).  

Up to $50,000 

$ 

 

Youth – Grant Performance Period*  

Grants periods are available for 12 months, 18 months or 24 months. Please choose the length of 

your project. 

o 12 

o 18 

o 24 

 

Youth – Project Narrative*  

Please provide a specific description of the nature of services to be provided to Native producers by 

your organization in this project.  
Character Limit: 10,000 

 

Youth – Key Personnel*  

In this section, please describe the qualifications of the individual(s) leading your project. 

Biographical sketches of no more than three (3) paragraphs in length are required for key 

personnel, such as project leaders or trainers. Please include descriptions of their experience, 

capacity, and training to provide the services outlined in the project narrative. More extensive 

sketches can be uploaded in the final section at the end of the application. 
Character Limit: 10,000 

 

Youth – Objectives* 

Provide at least three to five objectives you seek to accomplish during the proposed project period 

indicated above. For each objective, please discuss activities, milestones and outcomes associated 

with that objective. Please use the sample format below.   

 

Sample: 

Objective #1 (please describe) 

o Activities [list below] 

o Milestones [list below] 

o Outcomes [list below] 
 

Character Limit: 10,000 

 

 



 

 

2020 RFA Process - Youth   9 

Youth – Summary Statement*  

Please provide a brief summary statement of your project in no more than one or two sentences.  
Character Limit: 750 

 

Youth Budget Section 

   

All documents are located on the NAAF website at NativeAmericanAgricultureFund.org/grants. 

Please review these documents before proceeding.  

• NAAF Budget Guidelines 

• Sample Budget Template 

• Sample Budget Narrative 

 

Youth – Budget Upload*  

Download the 2020 RFA Budget Template for your use. Upload your completed budget for this 

section here.  
File Size Limit: 2 MB  

 

Youth – Budget Narrative Upload*  

Please enter your budget narrative in this section. Detailed explanations of how project costs break 

down under each expense category will be important for the review process. Once you have 

completed your budget narrative, please upload it here.   
File Size Limit: 2 MB 

 

 

Proof of Eligibility 
 

Eligibility Upload*  

Please provide documentation identifying why you believe your organization is an eligible entity. 

EIN documents alone are not sufficient. If you have more than one document proving eligible 

entity status, please utilize both upload options. 

 

Examples include: 

• IRS documents 

• Treasury documents 

• Tribal resolutions or charters 

• Articles of incorporation 

 

This upload is required. 
File Size Limit: 4 MB 

 

Eligibility Upload 2*  

This is additional space for eligibility documents. 
File Size Limit: 4 MB 

 

 

 

 

http://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/grants
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Required Uploads (PDF only) 
 

Governing Body*  

Please provide a list of the organization’s governing body with names, titles, and any Tribal 

affiliations noted. 
Character Limit: 10,000 | File Size Limit: 2 MB 

 

Organizational Budget*  

Please provide the current year operating budget for your organization (excluding the project you 

are proposing for NAAF funding). For 501(c)(3) organizations, this will be your overall operating 

budget. For educational organizations and tribal governments, this will mean the budget for the 

specific departments or units serving Native farmers and ranchers, not the entire educational 

organization budget or tribal government budget.  
Character Limit: 10000 | File Size Limit: 3 MB 

 

Cover Letter* 

Cover letters must be from a senior official associated with the organization and one page in 

length.  
File Size Limit: 2 MB 

 

Key Personnel and Leadership Sketches 

You may choose to upload brief sketches for each of your key personnel and leadership here.  

This upload is optional. 
File Size Limit: 2 MB 

 

Support Letters 

Support letters can be from individuals or organizations that are affiliated with or knowledgeable of 

the applicant and the proposed activity. Support letters should be no longer than two pages each.  

There is only one upload allowed in this section. If you have more than one support letter, please 

combine into one file.  Please combine multiple letters into a single upload if necessary. 

This upload is optional. 
File Size Limit: 3 MB 

 

Upload Checklist 

Please make sure you have included the following required uploads. 

 

 Audits (if applicable)  

 Financial statements (if applicable) 

 Budget for each separate request 

 Budget narrative for each separate request 

 Proof of eligibility  

 Governing body  

 Overall budget of the applicant organization 

 Cover letter 
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Alaska Region: 
 

 
 

Alaska Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 

 

Eastern Oklahoma Region:  
 

 
 

Eastern Oklahoma Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 
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Great Plains Region: 
 

  
 

Great Plains Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 

 

Midwest Region: 

 

 
 

Midwest Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 
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Navajo Region: 
 Navajo Nation 

 

Northeast Region:  

 

 
 

Northeast Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 

 

Northwest Region 

 

 
 

Northwest Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 
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Pacific Region 

 

 
 

Pacific Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 

 

 

Rocky Mountain Region 

 

 
 

Rocky Mountain Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 
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Southeast Region 
 

 
 

Southeast Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 

 

 

Southern Plains Region 

 

 
 

Southern Plains Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 
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Southwest Region 

 

 
 

Southwest Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 

 

Western Region 

 

 
 

Western Region List – Not Listed 

If you selected “Not Listed” above, please enter your Tribe or Village. 
Character Limit: 250 
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